278                                                                                 Akbar
When the news reached Murad in Deccan, he sought to drown
his sorrow in such virulent concoctions of alcohol and opium as
left him a mental and physical wreck. Reports of the Prince's un-
ending orgies of drinking distressed Akbar. He issued a firman
ordering his return to Lahore. Murad was neck-deep in the slush
of intoxicants, and refused to obey. Akbar sat up in surprise,
wondering what was in store for him* This was the first rebuff to
him from any of his sons. It looked to him as if a dark cloud was
building up on the southern horizon. He sent for Daniyal who
was then at Allahabad. The latter too showed little haste to comp-
ly with his father's instructions. Akbar wondered if a general re-
volt was in the offing. Perhaps to test the loyalty of his oldest son>
he asked Salim to take command of the planned expedition to
Turan. The prince demurred; he did not intend to leave Lahore
at a time when the other two Princes seemed to be positioning
themselves for a war of succession. The Emperor read the thoughts
of his sons, and decided to put an end, once and for all, to this
display of disobedience. Against the advice of some of his coun-
sellors, he announced his plan to proceed himself to Deccan via
Agra, and thus awaken his sons to their duties by a massive show
of military strength. The royal drums sounded on the morning of
6 November 1598, and the Emperor left Lahore for Agra after a
lapse of fourteen years.
The ladies of the harem, as also his mother Hamida Banu
Begum, were left behind. This expedition was not a pleasure trip.
Akbar knew by intuition that the going was to be rough and
hazardous. It was easy to crush rebellions of over-ambitious
Amirs and Rajas, but the threat of a revolt by his own sons was a
different matter; the cold steel would have to blend with a cold
heart to bring them to submission. There was no place for ladies
in this men's affair. The ever loyal Shams-ud-Din Khan was de-
signated Vakil, and left in Lahore to look after the routine affairs
of the state. Prince Salim along with Raja Man Singh, was entrus-
ted with guarding the frontiers in Rajasthan. The ancient and
holy city of Ajmer thus became another citadel of Mughal strength.
Akbar felt that the Raja could be depended upon to keep a
watchful eye on the Wall Aahaad. The latter too was an uninhibi-
ted drunkard, and had publically shown impatience more than
once at what Badaouni called the Emperor's slow march to the
,grave. Akbar was not unaware of the threat held out by Salim,,